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A message from the Principal
To the Class of 2021 and Families,
I remember like it was yesterday, the first time I spoke with you and
told you it goes by so fast. Now, in the blink of an eye, you are
graduating. You are closing this chapter in your life and about to
embark on a new adventure. I know with this new adventure comes
a plethora of feelings as you step off into the world on your own
and as families about to watch your kids blossom into young adults.
Parents and grandparents, your child is successful because of all the
love and dedication you have given to them. We have loved
partnering with you and watching your child grow into the amazing
women and men they have become. We are so proud of them. We are looking
forward to sharing baccalaureate and graduation with you to celebrate our graduates,
your children.
We have always been proud of our seniors, but this year’s class is one that will have a
lasting memory. As former Bakersfield Chief of Police Lyle Martin so wonderfully
put it, they are the COVID crusaders, which is true in every regard. Through a
challenging time in our history, they have come out brighter and more resilient than
we could have ever imagined. We know they will go on to do great things, and we
cannot wait to watch where they land. To the Class of 2021, remember you are, and
will always be, a part of our Garces family.

In Christ,
Myka Peck
Principal

Summer School

Registration for Summer School is open! Garces
Memorial is pleased to offer in-person, on-campus
summer school this year! Classes are open to students
entering 5th through 12th grade. In our 29th year of
operation, we offer 10-unit courses approved by the Kern
High School District in math, English, social studies and
Spanish. Additionally, we offer 5-unit courses in
computer applications, health and theology. We also
provide non-credit courses like art, summer reading and
athletics. For 5th through 8th graders, there are two, twoweek sessions available. Kids can take academic core
classes like math and English or non-academic classes
like CSI: Forensic Science, robotics, art or participate in
athletic camps!
Please note, we will be following all COVID-19 protocols,
including mandatory mask-wearing, temperature checks,
social distancing and proper classroom sanitizing after
each period.
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Baccalaureate Mass & Graduation
Graduation is right around the corner!
Graduation Practice
Graduation practice will be Thursday, May 13th at 10 a.m. on the football field. Practice is
MANDATORY. Graduation and Baccalaureate tickets will be distributed at practice.
Baccalaureate Mass
Baccalaureate Mass will be on May 17th at 7:30 p.m. in the quad. Seniors, please meet in
the gym at 7 p.m. Every senior will receive four tickets for guests to attend. Please note, all
COVID-19 protocols will be followed. Masks are required and social distancing will be
enforced.
Graduation
Graduation will be on May 18th at 7:30 p.m. on Sam Tobias Field. Seniors, please meet in
the field house at 7 p.m. Each senior will receive four tickets for guests to attend. We will
live-stream the graduation ceremony on our YouTube page. Please note, all COVID-19
protocols will be followed. Masks are required and social distancing will be enforced.

Senior Sunset
Senior Sunset is May 15th at 6:30 p.m. at the tennis courts.

Senior Awards

Congratulations to all our seniors who
were presented with awards and
scholarships at this year's Senior
Awards! More photos can be views on
our Facebook page.

College Signing Day
Last week, our seniors signed a certificate committing themselves to higher education.
We heard some inspiring (and very cute) words of advice from the future class of 2032
and were honored to have former Bakersfield Chief of Police Lyle Martin speak to the
class of 2021! It was a great morning celebrating our seniors!
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Haircuts/Grooming
ATTENTION! Starting May 17th,
we will be enforcing the grooming
policy
as
laid
out
in
the
Parent/Student Handbook. We have
been lenient due to COVID-19, but
now that we are in the Orange Tier,
students must have the proper
haircut. Please see page 37 in the
handbook
if
you
have
any
questions.

ASB Student
ASB Elections
Council Meeting Attention current
The final ASB Student
Council Meeting of
the
year
will
be
Monday at 5:30 p.m.
Meet in the ASB room
and
bring
your
swimsuits and towels
for a swim party
following
the
meeting!

Spring Band Concert

The Garces Band Spring Concert was last Friday, and,
in the words of Band Director Mr. Smith, it was
"magical"! They performed several Garces Band
favorites, including the 1950's TV theme Peter Gunn
and the Chicago Classic "25 or 6 to 4". The concert
ended with the Class of 2021 band members
performing the Louis Armstrong "What a Wonderful
World".
I have been so honored to work with these wonderful students
this entire year. Even during the dark days of Covid
lockdown, these young people have accomplished wonderful
things." - Mr. Smith

Interact Club

Last week, our Interact Club officers did a little patio
clean-up and gardening for a member of the very
first graduating class! Esther Lozano graduated from
Garces in 1948. Esther said her favorite Garces
memory was the very first day of school! She
remembers everyone being so happy and excited to
be there, even though it was just one classroom
building and a bunch of dirt! She says she is always
so proud to not only say she attended Garces, but
that she was one of the very first graduates!
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juniors,
sophomores and freshmen! Are
you interested in running for an
ASB position for the 2021-2022
school year?
If so, check your
emails! Election packets were
emailed to everyone and are due
Wednesday, May 12th! If you have
questions, please see Ms. Witwer.

Dominic Villalpando to Attend PACE University
When Georgia Peck first met Dominic Villalpando three years ago, the
Garces Memorial High School dance coach knew there was untapped
potential.
Through years of getting over a bit of stage fright and realization of his
true talent in dance, Villalprado made history this month in Bakersfield,
becoming the first high school senior from the city to be accepted into
Pace University in New York City.
As far as I know, this is the first that has happened in Bakersfield,” said
Peck, who also runs Bakersfield Dance Company. “For him being
accepted into Pace University. It’s one of the biggest theatre and dance
universities in the United States. It’s equivalent to one of our football
players going to Stanford.”
Pace is widely considered one of the top dance schools in the country, specializing in
contemporary, jazz and tap with most students moving on professionally as dancers or instructors
world-wide.
It’s even more amazing how far Villalpado has come in the dance world since meeting Peck during
his freshman year.
“When he came to me three years ago, he couldn’t even do a double pirouette,” Peck joked. “Now
he does all styles of dance and has become not only a skill person, he’s become a performer. Which
is dancing from your heart and sets you above the rest.”

Garces competitive dance earns team title
The Garces Memorial High School competitive dance team
made history with an overall team title in the program’s first
competition last month.
Over the weekend of April 23-25 in Orange County, the
Rams won the overall victory in the contemporary division
with a number called, “Falling” at the Thunderstruck Dance
Competition, earning the Lightning Gold title at the regional
competition.
“That was our first competition and they made it and won it
overall in that particular category,” Garces dance coach
Georgia Peck said.
The competition at Thunderstruck consisted of dance studios, Garces was the lone high school team
in the competition.
“This is a huge win. We just started the program last year,” Peck said. “We were supposed to go the
week Covid hit (in March 2020) and never got to do anything. So we revamped the two dances we’ve
been working on because Garces got to go back (to in-person education in October) and we were in
the dance room with masks on dancing. It seemed to all gell, so off we went.”
The team consists of Amanda Bagley, McKenna Braun, Ireland Fleming, Elena Mendoza, Hannah
Neira, Sarah Rodriguez, Dominic Villalpando, Cortland Witt, Sophia Zaninovich, Aviana Borba and
Kirstyn Lindsey.
This will be the lone competition for Garces this spring, however, there will be more competitions
next school year
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The California Interscholastic Federation (CIF) announced last week that there will be a
postseason in the Central Section for all current sports and will have a Southern California
Regional playoff for all except swimming and track and field. An exciting time for Garces
Athletics over the next six weeks.

Team Recaps
Boys and Girls Golf
The Rams, led by seniors Giancarlo Sacco, who will walk on at TCU, and Julianna Escobedo,
signed to Wellesley College, are gearing up for the postseason that will begin with South
Area tournament on June 1 and section championships are set for June 7.

Boys and Girls Soccer
Alex Halevy became the program’s all-time leading goal scorer with his 66th career goal in
a 9-1 victory at Santa Maria-St. Joseph last Saturday. The Rams (10-0) turned around and
defeated McFarland 9-0 on Wednesday on Senior Night. Halevy scored six more goals in
the win over the Cougars and now has 35 goals this season and 72 for his career. He leads
the state in goals and points per game. The Rams regular season finale is Wednesday at
McFarland. Garces is the odds-on favorite to be the top seed in the D-IV playoffs that begin
on May 18 (subject to graduation night).
Without a senior on roster, the girls are having the best season for the program in eight
years. After beating McFarland 13-0 on the road Wednesday, the Rams improve to 7-1-1
and will host the Cougars Wednesday in the regular season finale. The Rams currently are
ranked No. 3 in D-III with the playoffs beginning May 19. Stevie Reynolds scored five goals
on Wednesday night as Gemmy Eddy scored four goals and Maia Cinquimani had a hat
trick.

Boys and Girls Tennis
The regular ended Thursday for both programs at Delano-Chavez with the girls sweeping
the Titans 9-0 and the boys falling 8-1. The Southwest Yosemite League championships on
May 13-14 with the boys at Bakersfield High and the girls at Stockdale. Garces will host the
South Area championships on May 21-22.

Baseball
It was a tough week for the Garces baseball team in a heart-breaking loss in extra innings to
Bakersfield Christian on Tuesday and on the road at Wasco on Wednesday. The Rams are
on the road at Delano-Kennedy on Wednesday and host Taft on May 14 under the lights at
Fanucchi Field.
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Team Recaps cont.
Softball
The Rams are on the road today at Dinuba in a matchup of two of the top teams in D-II in a
double-header beginning at 3 p.m. Garces (11-3) are coming off a comeback victory over
BCHS on Tuesday in a 6-5 victory. Senior Jasmine Gorman leads the team with a .478 (22 of
46) average and nine doubles.

Boys & Girls Basketball
According to MaxPreps computer rankings, the Rams (1-6) have played the toughest
schedule in the section. The Rams defeated Tulare-Mission Oak 71-38 at home last week, but
fell on the road to Clovis North (67-34), Santa Maria-St. Joseph (86-62) and Bakersfield
Christian (58-46) in the last week. JJ Uphold (15.3) and Ipreye Egbe (13.3) lead the Rams who
host Clovis West (ranked No. 3 in the section) Saturday at 4 p.m. and top-ranked Fresno-San
Joaquin Memorial at 6 p.m. on Monday. All of those opponents except Mission Oak are
ranked in the top 50 in California.
The Rams battled until the final whistle in a 58-49 loss to BCHS on the road Thursday. Addi
McMurtrey, Mia D’Amato and Reese Pasternik all scored in double-figures as the Rams (0-5)
cut a once 21-point lead down to single digits. The Rams host McFarland at 5 p.m. on
Tuesday.

Swim and Dive
It’s a big weekend for the Rams. Today at 3:30 p.m. Garces will host Tehachapi and Delano
in a tri-meet at the Salvucci Aquatics Center and then starting at 9 a.m. on Saturday, will host
the Garces Invite, with six programs in action.

Track and Field
Senior Zach Buckey is the favorite in boys discus going into Saturday’s competition at the
prestigious Arcadia Invitational. Buckey leads the state in the discus with a personal-best
throw of 187 feet, 1 inch. The rest of the team will be at the Russell Cup Saturday in
Carpenteria on Saturday. Loren Johnson and Elijah Toppila lead the way as two of the top
200-meter sprinters in Bakersfield.
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Thank you to our amazing students from ASB, FFA and Campus
Ministry who came out to greet our donors and thank them for their
support. Their energy and love for their school was undeniable!

ASB

FFA
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$23,500!

You can still give by going to garces.org or contact
Tonya Abbott at tabbott@garces.org

Westchester Mobil and Stuarts' Petroleum
support Garces' Math and Sciences
Thanks to the efforts of Westchester Mobil and Stuarts' Petroleum, Garces Memorial High
School has been awarded a $500 ExxonMobil Educational Alliance Grant to support our
school's math/science programs. Westchester Mobil and Stuarts' Petroleum is proud to
participate in the ExxonMobil Education Alliance program that invests in the future of
communities through educational grants to neighborhood schools.
The ExxonMobil Corporation is also proud to support education through Upromise, which
helps ExxonMobile customers earn college funds.
To learn more about the Upromise program, please visit the www.exxonmobil.com/upromise
website.
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Announcing the Alvin G. and Barbara A. Sandrini Scholarship
The
Bakersfield
Catholic
Education
Foundation is pleased to announce the funding
of a new scholarship by Al and Barbara
Sandrini. Al and Barbara have established a
scholarship that will provide tuition assistance
to deserving students from either Our Lady of
Guadalupe Parish or Christ the King Parish. Al
and Barbara want to help those in our
community who need financial assistance in
order to afford a Catholic education at Garces
Memorial. Al has a love for Garces and for
education.
He knows firsthand what an
education at Garces provides and he and
Barbara want to be able to help deserving
young people attend Garces.
A little background on Al. He graduated from Garces in 1957. After graduating, Al earned
his BA in English at St. Mary’s College and a Master’s Degree in Early Childhood Education
at CSUB.
Upon graduating from St. Mary’s, Al embarked on a lifetime career in
education; first as a teacher, then as a principal, then as an assistant superintendent, and he
retired as the Superintendent of Norris School District. Al married his Barbara in 1971 and
they are active members of St. Elizabeth Ann Seaton parish. Al has a love for Garces. He
has served on the Garces Memorial Alumni Board for the past four years. Al and Barbara
sponsor and attend many Garces events. Al was inducted into the Garces Memorial Hall of
Honor in 2015.
In sharing why they wanted to establish a scholarship, Al said “I know how much a Garces
education does for someone. And I know there are a lot of kids at OLG and Christ the King
who would come to Garces if they had some financial help. We want to provide those kids
with help to cover the cost of their tuition so they can come here and have a great Garces
experience.”

Congratulations Sophie!

College Graduations

Congratulations
to
Garces
grad
Sophie
Bouldoukian (Class of
2019) on being selected
as a "Leprechaun" for
Notre Dame Fighting
Irish Athletics! Sophie is
only the second female
to be chosen!

Have you or a Garces alumnus
you know recently earned a
bachelor’s or master’s degree?
We want to share the good news!
Please send us a picture with
your name, year you graduated
from
Garces,
college,
and
degree. Please email Lou Ann
Durrett at ldurrett@garces.org.
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