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Leadership Letter
A message from the Principal

Garces Families,
I cannot believe that we are already in April! I pray that you
and your family had a restful Easter.
Within less than a month, we will begin celebrating our
seniors. It's hard to believe they are graduating so soon! We
are so grateful to be able to have all our senior celebrations
in person with our Garces community back together again.
It has been so wonderful seeing so many of you on campus
for Mass and sporting events. The next two months will
come with many activities, and I hope that you will join us
as often as you can.
We are truly a family here at Garces, and that is what makes us like no other school
in Kern County. As always, thank you for entrusting your children to us throughout
their high school experience. These are very impressionable years and we are
fortunate to be a part of their journey into adulthood.
We look forward to seeing you on campus and we pray that things continue to
return to normal!
In Christ,
Myka Peck
Principal

2021 Hall of Honor
The Garces Memorial Alumni Board is pleased to announce they will hold the 2021 Hall
of Honor this fall. Unfortunately, due to Covid-19 restrictions, the 2020 Hall of Honor
was canceled. All of the nomination forms received for the 2020 Hall of Honor will be
considered for induction for the 2021 awards banquet. The Alumni Board has also
opened up the nomination process and will accept new nominees until April 30, 2021. If
you know of someone who should be honored, please nominate them. The Alumni
Board is looking to honor distinguished alumni and those who have supported Garces
Memorial with their time, treasure or talent.
The nomination form can be found here. If you have any questions, please contact Lou
Ann Durrett at ldurrett@garces.org.
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Campus Ministry Connect
Prayer & Pizza Night
Before Easter Break, the campus ministry
held a Pizza & Prayer Night for our Rams!
Students took a stress inventory and learned
healthy ways to face it, instead of avoiding
or coping in unhealthy ways. The night was
closed with a mediation on the agony in the
Garden as we contemplated God’s presence
even in our hardest moments before the
Blessed Sacrament. Save the date for the
next one on April 28th!

Junior Retreat

Our Junior retreat day focused on the life of
St. Paul and the impact he made for the
Kingdom of God. We took time to reflect on
Saint Paul's journey and mission and how it
applies to our life. Students learned more
about his conversion and sufferings and how
his witness created a ripple effect that led to
the Church as we know it today. They had
team-building activities, inspiring talks, small
group time, confession, Mass, Adoration and
a fantastic lunch from Luigi's. We love our
juniors and can't wait to see the impact they
create on our campus next year.
Click the photo to watch a video recap of the day.

Senior Retreat

Freshmen Class Mass,
April 15th

Senior Retreat is April 22nd at St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton Church from 8 a.m.
to 2:30 p.m. The theme is "TO THE
HEIGHTS". Lunch and retreat shirts will
be included. Parents, be on the lookout for
an email from Ms. Perez with important
retreat information.

Freshmen Class Mass is next
Thursday, April 15th at 8 a.m. in
the gym. Parents are encouraged
to attend with their students.
Please wear a face mask while on
campus and sit as a family. We
can't wait to celebrate Mass with
you!

3

Student News
Congratulations Sean Wallace!

Congratulation to Garces Memorial senior Sean Wallace! In
February, Sean passed his board of review and achieved his
Eagle Scout! Sean has been a member of Bakersfield's Boy
Scout Troop 712 since 2015. His project was to revitalize the
historic Chinese Cemetery.
The original Chinese burial ground, a hidden piece of
Bakersfield history, was located on Terrace Way and
established in the 1870's. In 1956, the cemetery was mostly
relocated to an area near Union Cemetery. There are over 261
Chinese people that rest in the unmarked lot; many were
laborers for the railroads during the 1800's. While many
remain unidentified, locals have been working to identify
them.
Through his project, Sean cleaned up debris, cleared out weeds, polished markers, and then
added a tranquil cactus garden. Over 175 Cacti from the Los Angeles Cactus and Succulent
Society were donated and planted. Former Eagle Scouts also donated many materials for
this project. Sean oversaw this project with a combined total of 400 volunteer hours to
complete this project.

I am grateful that we were able to give back the community and help preserve the rich
Bakersfield Asian history. I am grateful for the Confucius Church of Bakersfield giving me this
opportunity to serve his community and revitalize a piece of history for generations to come.
- Sean Wallace

Congratulations Zach Buckey!
Congratulations to Garces Memorial senior Zach Buckey! Zach placed 3rd in the Kern
County Republican Party Lincoln Day Essay Contest! Zach received a $750 scholarship for
his essay discussing today's important issues and how President Lincoln would have handled
them.
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Student News

National Honors Society

The Garces chapter of the National Honor Society (NHS) decided
to show their gratitude towards those who have been on the
front-line of the Covid-19 pandemic – the nurses, doctors, and
staff in our local hospital ICUs. The NHS students did some
research and found out pens and snacks would be greatly
appreciated – so they decided to make Covid-19 Hero Snack Bins
and included the pens suggested by one of the nurses they spoke
with.
To fund their project, they held “Pi Day” and asked the math
teachers to participate. The student body was asked to place
money in the jar for the math teacher they most wanted to see
receive a pie in the face – and the winner was Mrs. Church with a
close runner up – Mr. Garcia. After some auctioning off for the
student who would get the honors – both Mrs. Church and Mr.
Garcia agreed to get a pie in the face. Thanks to everyone’s
generosity and desire to support a great cause – the National
Honor Society raised over $1,000!
They filled snack bins for our local ICU’s and delivered them
right before Easter break with the following message on each bin:
Dear ICU Staff:
THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
The Garces Memorial High School chapter of the National Honor Society
is required to complete a Community Service Project each year. Our
chapter came up with several ideas and unanimously decided that we
wanted to support those who supported our community during the
COVID-19 pandemic – YOU! The front-line workers in our local ICU
units dealing with those most affected by Covid-19.
Thank you for coming to work each day and taking care of those in most
need of your medical expertise, caregiving, and compassion. We
appreciate you more than you know. Please enjoy the snack bin! The next
time you have misplaced your pen, we hope you will use one of the ones
we included and it will remind you of how much you are valued and
loved by our community, especially by those families and patients you are
helping during this crisis.

“Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive
the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him.” – James 1:12
Sincerely,
Garces NHS Members
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On the Sports Scene
Victory With Honor

Welcome back, Rams. After what was hopefully a peaceful break for most, Garces Athletics
is back in action this week with competition six days, including golf in action Monday
afternoon in Lemoore and concluding with swim and water polo Senior Day at Salvucci
Aquatic Center on Saturday.

Team Recaps
Boys and Girls Golf
The Garces boys and girls golf teams was in action three times this
week, including Monday at Lemoore and twice in town. The Rams
hosted Taft at Stockdale Country Club on Wednesday and were at
Bakersfield Country Club on Thursday.
Monday, the boys shot a 381 as a team as Giancarlo Sacco and
Palmer Bank both shot even-par 72s. The girls also beat Lemoore in
the dual competition.
On Wednesday, against Taft at Stockdale Country Club, Sacco led
the way with a 1-under-par 71 as Bank and Aidan Sorci both shot 72
as both the boys and girls beat the Wildcats.
Both teams were in action on Thursday against Mission Hills, but lack of sunlight ended the competition
early.

Football
It was a tough two weeks for Garces football against two formidable
Southern Section opponents. On March 27, Garces lost to La
Canada-St. Francis 48-42 in a thriller. After the Rams trailed 48-42
with five minutes to play, the Rams were able to score consecutive
touchdowns with two converted on-side kicks to keep the Golden
Knights offense off the field. But a last second interception spoiled
the comeback.
On April 3, Garces hosted nationally-ranked Sierra Canyon in a 420 loss. The defense forced two Trail Blazers turnovers but could
not find the end zone as Sierra Canyon has not allowed a point in
three games.
The Rams are back in action Friday night against Lancaster-Paraclete at 7 p.m. The game will be played at
Antelope Valley College and will be live-streamed for those unable to attend on the Garces Athletics YouTube
page. Visiting fans Friday are only allowed two tickets per player and coach. No general admission allowed.

Boys and Girls Soccer
The Garces boys soccer team moved to 4-0 this season after a dominating 12-0 win at home over Simi ValleyRoyal. Senior Alex Halevy scored a school-record seven goals in the victory, including a hat trick in a span of
two minutes in the second half. Palmer Bank also scored twice and Fletcher Bank recorded five assists.
The Rams are back in action twice next week with a home game on Tuesday at 6 p.m. against Paraclete and on
the road next Thursday at Dinuba.
Not to be outdone by Halevy, Garces girls soccer junior standout Stevie Reynolds equally the amazing amount
of goals on Wednesday with seven in a 10-0 win at Frazier Mountain.
Garces girls soccer moved to 2-1-1 on the season with a 1-1 tie against Santa Maria-St. Joseph on Tuesday.
Blakeleigh Chapman scored in the first half for the Rams in the tie.
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On the Sports Scene Cont.
Victory With Honor

Boys and Girls Tennis
The boys tennis team opened up the season with a scrimmage victory over BCHS before an 8-1 loss on the road
against Visalia-Redwood.
The girls tennis team is now 2-0 after an 8-1 victory at home against Redwood on March 24. Freshmen Jocelyn
Sala and Kelsey Abraham and sophomore Kylie Limpias led the way with singles victories and seniors Jackie
Sala and Matea Thomas helped lead the Rams in sweeps in doubles play against Redwood. The Rams host
Tehachapi at 3:30 p.m. on Thursday
The girls swept singles action and defeated Tehachapi at home on Thursday, 8-1, as the boys were on the road
at Tehachapi on Thursday.

Baseball
It was a tough start for the baseball team two weeks ago as the Rams lost the first two games to Visalia-El
Diamante in a home and away series. In the season opener at home on March 24, the Rams lost 20-3. Joseph
Gutierrez led the way for Garces with a home run. The Rams then lost on the road to El Diamante 12-3 on
March 26.
The Rams are back in action Friday night at home against Bakersfield Christian with JV at 4:30 p.m. and varsity
playing at 7 p.m.

Softball
A big week for Garces softball started off on the right note
with a 10-0 win in five innings at home against VisaliaGolden West on Wednesday. Arianna Silva pitched a fourinning complete game shutout as the Rams scored nine runs
in the first and took the 10-0 lead in the bottom of the fourth
inning on an RBI single by freshman Emme Roberts. Jasmine
Gorman and Roberts both had two hits each in the victory.
The Rams (3-2) will host Porterville-Monache in a doubleheader beginning at 4 p.m. on Friday. Monache is the topranked team in Division II in the Central Section and the
Rams are ranked No. 2 by MaxPreps.com.

Swim and Dive
The Garces swim team has been going strong for a month now and will celebrate Senior Day on Saturday
against Arroyo Grande.
On March 24 at home against Tulare Western, the boys 200 medley relay team of Rory Begin, Matthew St.
Claire, Toby Jones and George Rice hit a Valley cut time of 1 minute, 47.22 seconds while senior Isabella Garcia
hit a Valley cut time of 2:19.89 in the girls 200 individual medley. Garcia, along with her sister, Gianna, Logan
Wimbish and Mary King also swam a personal-best time of 32:57.95 in the 400 freestyle relay to better their
already Valley cut time in the event.

Boys and Girls Water Polo
It’s been a long time coming, but the Garces girls water polo team will finally get in the pool on Saturday against
Arroyo Grande.
The Arroyo Grande girls team had to cancel the season opener on March 25 due to Covid-19 protocols.
The boys water polo team is 2-0 this season. The Rams beat Arroyo Grande at Nipomo High School 18-13 on
March 25. George Rice and Rory Begin led the way with six goals as Austin Galanski scored three. Sophomore
Matthew St. Claire had 10 saves in the win. The boys will also play Saturday at home against Arroyo Grande on
Senior Day.
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Giving to Garces
We have a few spots left!
Can't play? How about a tee or hole sponsorship?

Click to register online
For more information you can contact a committee member
or Tonya Abbott at tabbott@garces.org
Chairman, John Hatten - 201.4091 * Todd Sands - 330.2425 * Jamie
Carlson - 332.2272 * Tim Sullivan, Jr. - 549.9820 * Damon Culbertson 706.3737 * John Trichell - 332.8973 * Stephen Haupt * 203.2459 *
Brandon Bond - 378.0511 * Trish Carrasco - 477.1885
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Giving to Garces
you can still support the
garces gala!
We have a few items available for
post-Gala purchase.

Reserved seating for 10 at
the 2021 Commencement
Ceremonies.
$1,500
Reserved stadium seating
for 8 and a parking space
for the 2021 fall football
season.
$2,500

Reserved student parking
for the 2021-22 school
year.
$500
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If you are interested
in any of these items,
contact:
Tonya Abbott
tabbott@garces.org
661-327-2578 ext. 118

From the Foundation
The Bakersfield Catholic Education Foundation is in the process of getting thank you
notes written by Garces students to contacts for the tuition assistance scholarships
established in the Foundation. The students have written some wonderful messages and
the Foundation wanted to share a few of them with the Garces Community!

Dear Mrs. Marchbanks,
I wanted to deeply thank you from the bottom of my heart as a man for all the opportunities you
have provided for me. My scholarship has allowed me to not only make friends with people I might
have never met but allowed me to pursue my dreams. If I didn’t go to Garces my dreams of being an
aerospace engineer would never have left the ground per-say. I was given many ideas on what to
make this letter about. My grades, GPA, and clubs. I could tell you that I am an outstanding student;
but I’m not. I’m just an ordinary kid given the opportunity by the kindness of the likes of good men
and women of God such as yourself. You could never imagine the amount of work I try to put in to
meet the expectations I created based around people who care for the common man such as myself. I
thank you for your time and your unending kindness. May God and all his angels find you and
yours in good health. And may your generous donations inspire others to make the same act of good
faith in the future.
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Fanucchi,
I want to thank you for the scholarship for this year to help my family with the cost of tuition at
Garces Memorial. I am a sophomore. I am currently taking World History, Floral Design,
Chemistry, Theology, English, Spanish II, and Geometry. My GPA is 2.85. I am also involved in
FFA, Interact Club, Meals with Love, Soccer, Honor Flight, The Helping Hands Club, and I
volunteer at the Bakersfield Pregnancy Center with my FFA chapter. Outside of Garces I am an
altar server, I play on a lacrosse team and I volunteer with Mendiburu Magic. After Garces I plan
to go to college for music business and marketing and I plan to work somewhere in the music
industry. Thank you again for the scholarship funds. People like you make our school great and are a
blessing to all of us.
Dear Mr. Westhoff and Dr. Berry,
I wanted to thank you for the Leach Scholarship that helped me so much in getting to attend Garces
this year. The community here at Garces is really special to me and I couldn’t see myself anywhere
else but here. I currently have a 4.6 GPA and am enjoying the endless opportunities to thrive in the
classroom. In addition to the fantastic learning experiences, I also play lacrosse and can’t wait for
upcoming season beginning in a few short weeks. Through the countless activities available to me,
I’ve been able to have so many memorable experiences as well as grow in my faith and relationship
with God. I can’t thank you enough for giving me the opportunity to be a part of the Garces
community and I can definitely say that this school remains so great because of people like you.

If you are interested in establishing a scholarship, or a legacy gift through estate planning,
please contact Mrs. Cindy Meek at cmeek@garces.org or Lou Ann Durrett at
ldurrett@garces.org.
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