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A message from the Director of Campus Ministry
We all know the best thing about memories is making them,
and that is just what we’ve been doing with spiritual life on
campus this month.
We kicked off our return from Easter break with a junior class
retreat where joy was abounding. Students got to spend a day
off-campus, deepening their relationship with God and each
other. They shared in fun activities, meaningful prayer time,
Mass, had an amazing lunch and came back rejuvenated.
From there, we’ve brought back class Masses, inviting families
to join us on campus and even have weekly confession offered again, thanks to our
incredible local parishes supporting us.
One of the most memorable parts of this month has been the senior retreat, where
students got to hear personal testimonies from past Garces alumni and had a
surprise visit from their families for Mass and lunch. What a gift!
Thanks for all the wonderful memories in the making Rams! I am proud to be a
part of the Garces community, where we keep our faith at the forefront.
Praying you through the rest of this year,
Eileen Perez
Campus Minister

Summer School

Registration for Summer School is open! Garces
Memorial is pleased to offer in-person, on-campus
summer school this year! Classes are open to students
entering 5th through 12th grade.
In our 29th year of operation, we offer 10-unit courses
approved by the Kern High School District in math, English,
social studies and Spanish. Additionally, we offer 5-unit
courses in computer applications, health and theology. We
also provide non-credit courses like art, summer reading and
athletics. For 5th through 8th graders, there are two, twoweek sessions available. Kids can take academic core classes
like math and English or non-academic classes like CSI:
Forensic Science, robotics, art or participate in athletic
camps!

Please note, we will be following all COVID-19
protocols,
including
mandatory
mask-wearing,
temperature checks, social distancing and proper
classroom sanitizing after each period.
Click on the photo to the right to register!
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Progress Reports

Senior Final Exams

Semester 2, 3rd progress report grades will
be posted on Friday, April 30th , following
the closing of the school day. These grades
reflect students’ progress through this
current semester and help them begin to
prepare for final exams in five weeks. Our
semester 2 final exams begin on June 8th
and conclude on June 11th, the final day of
the school year. The schedule for finals is
noted on the school calendar and student
iPad.

Seniors will begin their final exams on
May 10th. They will have the option to
“opt out” of their final exam and must
have a grade of 93% or above in the class
on May 7th
to qualify. Please note,
teachers maintain the right to hold all
their students accountable for a final
exam.
Please follow up with your
student’s teacher and/or counselor if you
have any questions regarding their current
progress.

Senior Retreat

Our seniors will be headed off to college
before we know it, so we thought it fitting to
design a retreat day for them to be
encouraged to soar "To the Heights", not just
in life but through faith. We invited past
alumni who shared their stories of personal
faith and growth over the years and how
keeping their eyes on Heaven has allowed
them to be open to all of God's plans for their
future after leaving Garces. With a surprise
visit from parents for Mass and lunch, this
was a wonderful memory made. We are so
incredibly proud of our seniors and can't wait
to see where they go! Class of 2021, you are in
our prayers as you head to the heights
keeping your faith as the foundation in all
that you do.

Pizza & Prayer Night,
April 28th

Save the date! Our next Pizza and
Prayer night will be Wednesday,
April 28th, from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.
in the MLH. We invite all students
to attend!

Click the photo to watch a recap of the day!

Sophomore Class Mass,
April 29th

Sophomore class Mass is April 29th at 8 a.m. in
the MLH. Parents are encouraged to attend with
their students. Please wear a face mask while on
campus and sit as a family. We can't wait to
celebrate Mass with you!
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Valedictorian & Salutatorian

DRUMROLL PLEASE! Your Class of 2021 Valedictorian is Victor Agbayani, with a GPA of
4.9, and your Class of 2021 Salutatorian is Matthew Castanares, with a GPA of 4.88!
Congratulations gentlemen, we are so proud of you both!

Spring 2021 Homecoming

Congratulations to the entire homecoming court! Thank you to Ms.
Witwer and her ASB class for putting on a memorable night!

Freshmen
Madeline
Tobias
&
Michael
Baninge

Sophomores
Gianna
Garcia
&
Nico
Fanucchi

Juniors

Tara
Miller
&
Raffi
Bouldoukian

Seniors

Austin Lee, Jasmine Gorman,
Phillip Kessler, Courtland
Witt, Thomas Lett, Ireland
Fleming, Gino Antongiovanni
& Ellie Waguespack

King & Queen
Gino
Antongiovanni
&
Ellie
Waguespack

College Signing Day,
April 29th

Congratulations Sophia!
Congratulation to Garces junior
Sophia Zaninovich on being
named
Class
of
2022
Distinguished Young Woman of
Bakersfield! Distinguished Young
Women is a local scholarship
program where cash scholarships
are awarded to high school junior
girls. Sophia won the top prize
and placed first in the interview
portion. Congratulations Sophia!

College signing day will be on
Thursday, April 29th at 8 a.m.
We invite all seniors and
senior parents to join us in
the gym as we celebrate the
Class of 2021! Seniors, please
wear your college attire!
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FFA | Chapter Highlights
By: Clarisse Tracy, FFA Reporter

As this school year comes to an end for our seniors, the Garces
Memorial FFA had its last meeting this month. Our FFA annual
banquet will be held May 13th to congratulate all of our seniors and
select the 2021-2022 officer team. This past year the Garces
Memorial FFA had a great officer team and they deserved to be
honored for all their accomplishments! They came together as a
team when the FFA was not allowed to have in-person meetings
and made our chapter feel like family by showing support for all
members.
Our 2020-2021 FFA President was Lindsay Magar! She is a senior and has been involved in the FFA since the
beginning, helping Mrs. Rossi round up members to establish a chapter. Over her three years, she has worked her
way up to earn her state degree. Lindsay's favorite thing about being president is being able to have a relationship
with each one of our members. Her favorite memory during her time in FFA was the 2019 Kern County Fair, where
she showed pigs. Next year, Lindsay will be attending Oklahoma State University! Congratulations to Lindsay and
thank you for being such a great president!
The 2020-2021 FFA Vice President was Garrett Wiswall! He is a senior and has been in FFA for three years. This is
his first year as an officer. His favorite part about being an officer is being able to play a large role in our FFA
program as well as being an influence to the younger chapter members. His favorite FFA memory was attending the
ALA conference. This last year Garret earned his state degree! Garret is also on the varsity tennis team. Next year, he
will be attending Oklahoma State University!
This year's Reporter was Clarisse Tracy. She was one of the original six members in the FFA and served two years on
the officer team as the current FFA Reporter and last year as the Committee of Chair. She is a senior and is currently
the Associated Student Body secretary! She has been very active throughout her time at Graces, from freshman
representative, to a member of CSF and other campus clubs. She is currently on the varsity cheer team, and has
played on the varsity volleyball team, varsity swim team, and varsity track team. Through FFA, she was motivated to
get a job on a farm and has been working for Buttonwillow Land and Cattle Company. Clarisse's favorite thing about
being the FFA Reporter is posting on the social media accounts and getting to plan super fun meetings with her
officer team! Her favorite memory from being in FFA for the past three years was showing pigs at the Kern County
Fair. This past year, she was one of the individuals to receive her State Degree. Clarisse will be attending Cal Poly San
Luis Obispo next year!
The FFA Treasurer is Ellie Waguespack! She is a senior and has been in FFA for two years! Over the past years at
Garces, Ellie has been involved in cross country, water polo, basketball, softball, FFA, California Scholarship
Federation, and Helping Hands club. Her favorite memory from FFA is the pepper eating contest. Ellie earned her
chapter degree this past year! She will be attending Boise State next year! Ellie has been a great addition to the officer
team because she is a very creative and fun person who contributes great things to all of the FFA activities!
Julia Hernandez, is this year's Chapter Sentinel! She is a junior at Garces and has been on the officer team for two
years. Julia loves how being an officer has opened up so many opportunities for her. She has learned a lot from being
an officer. Julia’s favorite FFA memory was going to the World Ag Expo. She has earned her chapter degree! Julia
also plays golf and shows animals as well!
Lastly, on the main six officer team is the Secretary Julia Bayne, who is a junior and has been in FFA for three years.
This is her first year as an officer. She also plays soccer, runs on the track team, and is a member of the Basque club.
Julia enjoys being an officer because it teaches her how to be a good leader! So far her favorite memory in FFA was
the FFA banquet!
The historian is Samantha Taylor, who has been in FFA for two years. She is a junior and has been in yearbook,
water polo, and swam on the swim team! Her favorite thing about being an officer is the bond she has formed with
the other members in the chapter. Her favorite memory in FFA was the Friendsgiving meeting. This past year
Samantha earned her chapter degree and is working towards her state degree.
The chapter's Chaplain is Bayleigh Ochoa, who is a sophomore at Garces. This is her second year in FFA. Bayleigh is
also invloved in the Garces Interact Club, Drama Club, Meals With Love Club, Basque Club, lacrosse, and soccer
team. Her favorite thing is being able to plan the FFA meeting and learning how to be a good leader. Bayleigh's
favorite memory in FFA is the barn dance!
Eliannah Carmona is on the FFA officer team as the Committee Chair. She is in her junior year of high school and
has been in FFA for three years. Her favorite part about being an officer is that she can be more involved in the FFA.
Outside of being an officer, she also participates in being a part of the chapter's show team where she shows sheep.
Eliannah favorite memory from being in FFA is showing sheep.
The chapter's amazing advisor who makes all things happen in the Garces Memorial FFA and is the reason that the
chapter is so great is Mrs. Rossi! She was in the Stockdale High School FFA for three years and also one year as a
freshman in college. She showed sheep from the age of five until she was nineteen. Mrs. Rossi showed sheep at open
shows, the Kern County Fair and jackpots all over California. Her favorite memory as a FFA member was going to
the State Conference and the family she made in FFA. All of Mrs. Rossi's best friends today were involved in 4-H and
FFA with her! Mrs. Rossi received her state degree! The Garces Memorial FFA thanks you for everything you do for
our chapter!
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Gall Stepping Down

After four successful seasons as the Director of Aquatics and head coach
for the boys and girls water polo programs at Garces Memorial High
School, Jason Gall is stepping down.
Gall has accepted the position of Aquatics Director and boys water polo
head coach at Dallas Jesuit in Dallas, Texas.
his was one of the toughest decisions I have ever made in my life,” Gall
said. “I’ve been a part of the (Bakersfield) community for almost 14
years now. We have a lot of things invested in the community. The
relationships that I have made, specifically at Garces, can’t be replaced.”
In his four years at Garces, the boys water polo team was 68-19-1 overall with two East Yosemite
League titles. The Rams won the Central Section Division II championship in 2017 and 2018 and
advanced to the CIF Northern California Division II semifinals twice in 2017 and 2019 (the 2018
NorCal playoffs were postponed to fires). In 2019, the Rams advanced to the D-I section semifinals.
On the girls side, Gall led the team to an overall record of 52-29. The Rams won the D-II section
title in 2019 and advanced to the NorCal D-III semifinals after posting a 24-6 record.
“I will miss the kids so much,” Gall said. “I will miss seeing them grow up and develop and become
better people and better water polo players. I am so thankful to all of the staff and faculty here at
Garces. I never felt like I needed anything more. They always supported me. It’s going to be really
hard to leave.”
“We want to thank Jason for all of his accomplishments here at Garces and with the aquatics
program,” Garces principal Myka Peck said. “This is a very tough loss for the Garces community.
We wish him and his family all the best. Everything he has done here will not be forgotten.”
Gall and his wife Morgan and their two children, Charlie (11) and Kaia (8) will move to Dallas in the
coming months to settle into their new location. Gall will be greatly missed at Garces Memorial.

Signing Day

Last Wednesday during lunch at Sam Tobias Field, Garces
Memorial celebrated five seniors that signed National Letter
of Intent to play their respective sports at a four-year
university.
DeAndre Beldo signed to wrestle at Gannon University in
Pennsylvania and Julianna Escobedo signed to play women’s
golf at Wellesley College in Massachusetts. Austin Galanski
signed to play men’s water polo at the University of Redlands
in Southern California, Isabella Garcia signed to play
women’s water polo at Santa Clara University in the Bay
Area and Brady Highfill is headed to Santa Barbara to play
men’s soccer at Westmont College.
Along with George Rice (men’s water polo, Cal Baptist), Zach
Buckey (football, Stanford), Aidan Meek (football,
Sacramento State), Zion Hall (football, Cal Poly) and JJ
Uphold (football, Wyoming), that makes 10 Garces Memorial
senior student-athletes that have signed NLIs this year.
The national average is two percent of senior studentathletes annually signing to play at a four-year university.
The 10 makes 8.4 percent of our senior class, a testament to
their level of commitment in the classroom and in their
sport.
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DeAndre Beldo

Wrestling, Gannon University

Austin Galanski

Water Polo, University of
Redlands

Julianna Escobedo
Golf, Wellesley College

Isabella Garcia

Water Polo, Santa Clara
University

Brady Highfill
Soccer, Westmont
College

Team Recaps

Boys and Girls Golf
The girls golf team defeated Ventura-St. Bonaventure on Monday on the coast as Julianna Escobedo shot a 1under-71 to lead the way. The boys were not in action, but senior Giancarlo Sacco won the VCJGA Player’s
Championship over the weekend in Ventura with a two-round score of 152.

Football
Ian Jernagin rushed for a school-record 381 yards and scored four touchdowns as Garces finished the regular
season with a 58-12 win over Bakersfield Christian on homecoming. The Rams finished the shortened season
with a 2-3 record and still are ranked No. 81 in California because of the strength of the opponents the Rams
played.
Boys and Girls Soccer
The Garces girls soccer team defeated Rosamond on Tuesday 9-0 behind a hat trick by Mia Cinquimani, who
scored all three goals in the second half in the victory. The Rams moved to 4-1-1 on the season with a 3-0 win
at Tehachapi on Wednesday behind a two-goal performance from Cinquimani.
The boys soccer team improved to 7-0 after defeating Tehachapi 16-0. Alex Halevy and Elijah Toppila both
scored five goals in the win. The Rams have outscored opponents 51-1 this season.
Boys and Girls Tennis
Both boys and girls tennis teams are off this week, but both secured 9-0 wins over Chavez on the road last
week. The boys are 3-1 this season while the girls are 4-0. The girls are in action on April 29 at Santa Barbara
High School.
Baseball
The baseball team earned the first win of the season on the road, beating Visalia-Golden West 12-2 on April 14
then turned around and defeated Tehachapi on the road, 11-4 to move to 2-3 this season. The Rams are at
home Saturday at 7 p.m. against Rosamond.
Softball
Garces softball improved to 8-3 this season after beating Tehachapi 10-0 in six innings on Wednesday. Kami
Lopez pitched a one-hit shutout while striking out nine batters. Jasmine Gorman scored four times and hit a
solo home run in the first while Angie Silva hit two home runs and drove in four for the Rams who will host
Rosamond at 4 p.m. on Saturday.
Boys & Girls Basketball
The girls basketball team opened the season with a 52-37 at home last Thursday to a very talented Santa MariaSt. Joseph team. Addi McMurtry led the way with 16 points for the Rams. Garces hosts Caruthers on April 29
and is at Ventura-Buena on May 1.
The boys basketball team opened up the season on Thursday at home against Santa Maria-St. Joseph in a 61-37
loss. The Rams led most of the first half and were within one point in the third quarter before the Knights went
on a 24-5 run. JJ Uphold led Garces with 18 points and Dom D’Amato added 10. The Rams are back in action
Saturday at Clovis West at 3 p.m.
Swim and Dive
The undefeated boys and girls swim and dive teams are in action this week at home as the Rams will host
BCHS at 3:30 p.m. today (Friday) at the Salvucci Aquatics Center.
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SPONSORS, PLAYERS, AND
VOLUNTEERS FOR ANOTHER
SUCCESSFUL MSGR. LEDDY
GOLF CLASSIC!
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The Garces Fund
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Milan and Judith Caratan Scholarship
The Caratan’s have a long history of
supporting Catholic education.
Judy
Caratan attended St. Mary’s Catholic School
in Delano when Msgr. Leddy was the pastor.
Milan Caratan was on the St. Mary’s
Catholic School Bus Committee and was
responsible for making sure the bus passed
all the CHP mechanical inspections. The bus
was funded by many of the farmers in
Delano. That yellow school bus brought
many Delano students to Garces. The
Caratan children also attended St. Mary’s
School like their mother and went on to
graduate from Garces Memorial: Cathleen
Caratan Moses ’88, Joan Caratan Lenny ’93,
and Jill Caratan ’93.
The Caratan’s wanted to give more children the opportunity to attend Garces Memorial
they set up a need-based scholarship for an incoming Garces freshman who is a graduate
of a Catholic elementary school. The scholarship requires the student to maintain at least
a 3.5 GPA and be in good standing with the school to receive the scholarship for four
consecutive years. Candidates for the scholarship are identified through the school’s
financial aid process and are selected by the Foundation’s Scholarship Committee. The
original scholarship was funded by Judy and Milan Caratan. Upon Milan’s passing,
memorial contributions were added to the scholarship balance.
Judith Caratan
continues funding her husband’s legacy.
Although Milan has been gone for many years, as has the yellow school bus, it indirectly
influenced another foundation scholarship for Garces Memorial. Jean and Earl Leach
use to see the yellow school bus taking the students back and forth to Garces, and they,
too, decided that they would like to help students attend Garces. Garces now has the Earl
and Jean Leach Project Lead the Way Room and the Leach Scholarship. So a big thank
you to the Caratan Family for helping transport students to Garces, funding many
student’s education at Garces over the years, and for being an inspiration and an
example in our community that led others to follow their lead.
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