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Leadership Letter

A message from the Director of Student Activities
Hello Ram Fam,
First, I would like to start off by giving our Garces ASB and
Student Council a huge shoutout! These students have been
hard at work all year, thinking of new ways to make this crazy
year memorable. It has truly been a joy watching their
creativity fly. While we haven't been able to do all our
traditional ASB-sponsored events, I am beyond impressed
with our entire student body's participation in what we have
done. It's hard not to feel the Ram Pride out at break and lunch
when the kids are participating in our famous egg toss, singing
karaoke to Disney's Frozen on the mic or just hanging with
their friends. We really do have the best school in town!
Secondly, we are extremely excited to announce we have a big week planned next
week as we celebrate Spring Fling! This year, we will host our inaugural Garces
Olympic Week. Students will have the opportunity to show their team spirit with
Olympic-themed dress-up days and, of course, plenty of competition. The ASB class
will be organizing various games and activities during the school day and in the
evening. All of these activities are leading up to Friday's class vs. class showdown, The
Olympic Games. So, who will win the inaugural Garces Olympic Games?! Russia
(Freshmen), Brazil (Sophomores), England (Juniors) or USA (Seniors). We'll find out
next week!
Be sure to follow @garcesASB on Instagram to keep up with the competitions!
Let the games begin!
Caitlin Witwer
Director of Student Activities

2021 Hall of Honor
The Garces Memorial Alumni Board is pleased to announce they will hold the 2021 Hall
of Honor this fall. Unfortunately, due to Covid-19 restrictions, the 2020 Hall of Honor
was canceled. All of the nomination forms received for the 2020 Hall of Honor will be
considered for induction for the 2021 awards banquet. The Alumni Board has also
opened up the nomination process and will accept new nominees until April 30, 2021. If
you know of someone who should be honored, please nominate them. The Alumni
Board is looking to honor distinguished alumni and those who have supported Garces
Memorial with their time, treasure or talent.
The nomination form can be found here. If you have any questions, please contact Lou
Ann Durrett at ldurrett@garces.org.
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Academic Corner

A Message from the Vice Principal of Academic Affairs

One year ago, the week of March 15th, our students began the final quarter of their second semester
from home, with 100% of them being on Distance Learning. The much-anticipated feelings of hope
and new life that come with the beginning of Spring were shadowed by the outbreak of COVID. This
year, as we begin the final quarter of the 2020-21 year with 98% of our students back on campus,
“Spring reminds us of how beautiful change can be,” Our students walk through our gates each day
with a new found level of excitement and desire to continue their education at Garces. It is exciting
to be a part of this change as we hear about our seniors who have been accepted to colleges and
universities throughout the United States, athletic competitions beginning on our campus, students
designing virtual buildings in CEA, learning about the bureaucracy in Government and finally,
celebrating the importance of Pi day on our campus, with a little “pie” for our math department.
Speaking of changes, we have a change as our students complete the first half of this final semester
and move into the final quarter of the 2020-21 year. Mid-term/quarter grades will post today, March
19th, after 4 p.m. These grades will determine eligibility for athletics and extracurricular activities
for the remainder of this academic year. This year, students will have ten weeks remaining in this
semester to maintain and/or improve their final grades, which will post June 11th, following final
exams. Seniors will have a shorter period of time due to the fact that they graduate on May 18th. As
always, I encourage you to contact your student’s teachers and counselor if you have questions
regarding your student’s academic progress. We continue to have daily Enrichment which allows
for your student to meet with their instructors to clarify, question and make-up assignments and
tests. We also encourage you to check your student’s progress on your FACTS Family Portal.
Finally, if you want your student to continue on Distance Learning, you will need to submit the
Distance Learning form to Mrs. Sakowski by Monday, March 22nd. The form must be signed and
submitted for your student to be given Zoom access to their classes. Please do not hesitate to contact
me @ 321-2578 ext.110 if you have any questions or concerns. Thank you.
Debra Sakowski

It's hard to believe we are already planning for the 2021-2022 school year! Please click here
to view the 2021-2022 school year important dates.

Campus Ministry Connect
Prayer & Pizza Night,
March 24th

Campus Ministry is hosting our first Prayer
and Pizza Night. Students are invited to join
us Wednesday, March 24th at, 5:30 in MLH.
We will be done before the Junior/Senior
Kickball game. Please RSVP to Ms. Perez if
you plan to attend at eperez@garces.org.

2021-22 Campus Ministry Class
Applications for the 2021-22 Campus
Ministry Class are due before Easter break.
Students are encouraged to register early
with their counselors. Don't forget your
teacher recommendation letter!

Save the Dates!
Junior and Senior Retreats
Junior Retreat is April 8th at St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton Church from 8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Our
theme is "IMPACT." Lunch and retreat shirts
will be provided.
Senior Retreat is April 22nd at St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton Church from 8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
The theme is "TO THE HEIGHTS". Lunch
and retreat shirts will be included. Parents, be
on the lookout for an email from Ms. Perez
with important retreat information.
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Student News
SPRING FLING WEEK, MARCH 22-26

We are thrilled to celebrate a modified Spring Fling Week! This year's theme is the
Olympics. Students will have the opportunity to participate in various games and
activities during break and lunch leading up to our Olympic Games Event (held on
Friday). After each game is played, points will be awarded depending on the result (3
points for gold, 2 points for silver, 1 point for bronze). Our leader board will be updated
daily with the class winner announced Friday following our Olympic Games. We will
also have fun Olympic-themed dress-up days and a few evening activities! Let the
games begin!

Each class has selected a country:
Freshmen - Russia
Sophomores - Brazil
Juniors - England
Seniors - USA

Monday, March 22

Jersey Day: Wear your favorite jersey or sports memorabilia
Evening Activity: Join us for a socially distanced movie night at 7:15 p.m. on Sam Tobias Field! We
will be watching the Disney movie Miracle which retells the story of the U.S. Hockey squad's
astonishing Gold Medal performance at Lake Placid in 1980. This is only open to current Garces
students. Bring something to sit on!

Tuesday, March 23
Toga Tuesday: Wear your toga in honor of the Greeks who started the Olympics. Toga’s must be
appropriate length and securely fastened with two straps.

Wednesday, March 24
Winter vs. Summer Olympics: Wear either winter or summer attire as if you were participating in
the Olympics
Evening Activity: Junior vs. Senior Girls Kickball at the JV Baseball Field starting at 7 p.m. Must
sign-up in advance.

Thursday, March 25
Tacky Tourist Thursday: Dress like a tacky tourist on your way to watch the Olympic games
Evening Activity: Junior vs. Senior Boys Ironman Volleyball outside on Sam Tobias Field starting
at 7:30 p.m. Must sign-up in advance.

Friday, March 26
Country Color Friday: Wear your country’s t-shirt (purchased
in advance) or wear your class color.
Outdoor Olympic Games Rally (11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.)

Follow @garcesasb on Instagram
to keep up with the games!
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Student News Cont.

Garces Memorial FFA | Chapter Highlights
FFA Volunteers at Bakersfield
Pregnancy Center
On Monday, members of the Garces Memorial
High School FFA volunteered at the Bakersfield
Pregnancy Center helping to prepare gift baskets
for their drive-thru baby shower!
“I feel like it is important to support the Bakersfield
Pregnancy Center because our service will aid mothers
who choose life despite their circumstances. It’s
important to me that our chapter uses our ability to
practice our faith and partner ourselves with aligned
organizations.” - chapter President, Lindsay Magar

Magar creates Lo-Lite Candles for FFA SAE Project
Submitted by Garces Memorial FFA Chapter Reporter Clarisse Tracy

During quarantine, Laurel Magar, a freshman and
Greenhand FFA member, used her free time by
making her own candles. Eventually, her candlemaking grew into her new Supervised Agricultural
Experience project called “Lo-Lite Candles”. Laurel
thought of this fun craft which evolved into her now
candle business when she was challenged by a post
from the Garces Instagram for kids to try a new
activity. Laurel began assembling her candles first by
gathering and preparing all her supplies consisting of
jars, wax, fragrances, and any additional decor items
to be added to the candles. Then, she melts the wax
and pours in a specific amount of fragrance into the
jar. Depending on the candle design and fragrance,
Laurel adds a signature décor element to make the
candle complete. The final touches are added when
she applies her self-designed business label and
packaging. Each order receives a handwritten thank
you note to show her customers appreciation for
their support.
Laurel currently has twenty scents available. During
October the vanilla pumpkin flavor was the top seller.
Customers can pick from four ounces to twenty-four
ounces all in different shaped jars. The prices range
from five dollars to ten dollars. Laurel’s ”Lo-Lite
Candles” is a great SAE project teaching her customer
service skills and entrepreneurship. To purchase
from Lo-Lite Candles follow lo_lite_candles on
Instagram.
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On the Sports Scene
Victory With Honor

Athletics are finally underway

After 12 dormant months, Garces Memorial athletics are off
and running, in a big way. Since the CIF and state health
department gave clearance for all outdoor sports, it’s now
the busiest time ever on campus for our student-athletes.
(ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT NOTE: All Garces Memorial
home games are limited to immediate households only.
Road games are at the discretion of the home team).

ATHLETIC FEES

If
your
student
is
participating in athletics
an Athletic Fee will be
accessed on your FACTS
April billing cycle. If a
student is playing Football
the fee is $200 all other
sports are $125.

Team Recaps
Cross Country
The cross country team wrapped up the shortened season at the Woodlake XC Invitational
on March 12. On the boys side, junior Fletcher Bank led the way with a sixth-place finish in
the 5,00-meter race at 19 minutes, 43.13 seconds, just ahead of senior Abraham Gonzalez
(19:56.52), followed by freshman Michael Garcia (12th, 21:46.17), junior Nixon Rebuck (13th,
21:47.59) and junior John Gutierrez (21:52.93).
On the girls side, freshmen, Davin Cheshire had the top time for Garces in 11th place at
24:40.38. Fellow freshman Lexi Verdin finished in 17th place (26:14.83). Sophomore Allison
Barker finished 19th (26:35.19), followed by senior Sophia Elturk (21st, 27:37.59) and Claudia
Chipres (23rd, 28:52.00).
Boys and Girls Golf
After
two
successful
dual
tournaments against Bakersfield
Christian over the past two
weeks, the Rams were off this
week and will head to Lancaster
for a tournament on March 24
with the girls at Rancho Sierra
Golf Course and the boys at
Desert Aire Golf Course.

Football
The Rams season begins tonight against Tulare Union at home at Sam Tobias Field at 7 p.m.
to begin a shortened five-game spring season. All games will be live-streamed for those
unable to attend games because of health department stadium limitations to household
members only. The live stream will begin at 6:30 p.m. on the Garces Athletics YouTube
page.
The Rams will host La Canada-St. Francis on Saturday, March 27 at 5 p.m. and ChatsworthSierra Canyon on Saturday, April 3 at 5 p.m. before heading on the road on Friday, April 9
at 7 p.m. against Lancaster-Paraclete at Antelope Valley College. The season finale is at home
against Bakersfield Christian on Friday, April 9 at 7 p.m.
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On the Sports Scene Cont.
Victory With Honor

Boys Soccer
The Rams opened up the season last week on the
road with a 2-1 victory at Visalia-Golden West.
The first goal of the season was scored by senior
Elijah Toppila off the assist from Alex Halevy.
Moments later, Fletcher Bank assisted Halevy on
the goal for the defending Central Section
Division IV champions who hosted VisaliaRedwood last night in the home opener.
The Garces boys soccer team improved to 2-0
with a dominating 4-0 victory over VisaliaRedwood in the home opener on Thursday. Alex
Halevy scored twice and added an assist on the opening goal by Elijah Toppila. Fletcher
Bank also scored in the finals moments of win. The Rams are back in action at home on
Tuesday in a varsity doubleheader against Lindsay. The girls start at 4:30 p.m. and the boys
at 6 p.m.
Girls Soccer
The Rams season opener was last night on the road at Visalia-Redwood. The season opener
was not what the Garces girls soccer team was hoping for. On the road at Redwood, the
Rams lost 2-1. Stevie Reynolds scored off an assist from Gabby Guerrero. The girls take on
Lindsay at home on Tuesday at 4:30 p.m.
Boys and Girls Tennis
The season officially kicks off for both teams next week. The boys are on the road at
Redwood at 3 p.m. on March 25 and the girls open up the season the same day against
Redwood at home at 3 p.m.
Baseball
The baseball team’s season opener is March 24 at home against Visalia-El Diamante. The JV
team will start at 5 p.m. and varsity plays at 7 p.m.
Softball
The season begins Saturday at home against BCHS at 11 a.m..
Swim and Dive
After a successful scrimmage against BHCS last Friday, the Rams open the regular season
today at 3 p.m. against Taft at home.
Boys and Girls Water Polo
The boys opened the season with a 26-8 win at
home last Saturday against Paso Robles.
Seniors George Rice and Austin Galanski led
the way with six goals each in the victory.
The boys and girls are in action on March 25
against Paso Robles at Nipomo High School.
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Giving to Garces
What a great event! Over $100,000 raised for our students!

Thank you to our
auction donors, our
students, sponsors
and Gala
supporters.
A big thank you to
this year's Gala Cochairs, Melissa
Alsop, Nanette
Etcheverry and
Stephany Napier!
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Giving to Garces Cont.

Click to register online
For more information you can contact a committee member
or Tonya Abbott at tabbott@garces.org:
Chairman, John Hatten - 201.4091 * Todd Sands - 330.2425 *
Jamie Carlson - 332.2272 * Tim Sullivan, Jr. - 549.9820 *
Damon Culbertson - 706.3737 * John Trichell - 332.8973 *
Bryan Briscoe - 201.3273 * Stephen Haupt * 203.2459 *
Brandon Bond - 378.0511 * Trish Carrasco - 477.1885
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From the Foundation
The Mary & David Fanucchi Memorial Scholarship
When Mary Fanucchi passed
away in 2003, the family
shared that any donation
made in Mary’s memory
could be made to the Garces
Foundation.
When
David
Fanucchi passed away in 2006,
the family again shared that
donations made in David’s
memory could be made to the
Garces Foundation.
The
children of Mary and David
chose Garces as they knew
how
important
Catholic
education was to their parents.
David and Mary made sacrifices to send their seven children to Garces. They valued a
Catholic education over luxury items and vacations. At times, there were benefactors who
helped with the cost of tuition so David and Mary could send all seven children through
Garces. Six of their seven children worked in Catholic education as teachers and
administrators.
The Mary & David Fanucchi Memorial Scholarship was formally established in 2007 to
assist a Catholic family who might need a little help with the cost of tuition. Through the
years, additional donations have been made to the scholarship from family and friends in
honor of the Fanucchi’s and their legacy in the Garces community. Since 2007, the
scholarship has helped one or more families each year with the cost of tuition.

“My parents would be touched to know that what was important to them is being carried on
through this scholarship. They would be honored to pay it forward and to help families receive
a Catholic education for their children.” – Barb Fanucchi Crear ‘71
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