Garces Memorial High School

THE RAM PAGE

February 5, 2021

Vol 73 Issue 10

Bi-Weekly Newsletter

Inside the Issue

A message
from the
Director of
Admissions

Uniform
Reminder &
Update

The
Earl & Jean
Leach
Scholarship

Leadership Letter, page 2

Student News, Page 5

From the Foundation, page 9

Upcoming Important Dates
Teacher Inservice
Green 2 Fog Delay Schedule
February 10th
Progress Reports
February 12th
Valentine's Day
February 14th

Presidents' Day - No School
February 15th
Ash Wednesday
February 17th
Next Newsletter
February 19th

Click here to view school calendar

Leadership Letter
A message from the Director of Admissions
Hello Ram family,
First and foremost, thank you for entrusting Garces Memorial High
School with providing education for your child in all facets of their lives.
We pride ourselves with preparing our students academically, spiritually
and socially.
We are now in that time of year where we begin to find new additions for
our Ram Family. Our application for the 2021-2022 school year is now
open for incoming freshmen and transfer students.
For our incoming freshmen, the High School Placement Test (HSPT) will
be held on February 20th in Monsignor Leddy Hall. More information on
how the test day will work can be found on the next page or on our
website by clicking here. The HSPT helps us gauge where each student is
academically to place them in the right classes.
We understand that financial aid is crucial for so many of our families. Please note, if you wish to
receive financial aid, you must reapply every year. Applications for financial aid and tuition assistance
will close on February 15th. Current Garces families who wish to receive financial aid, please be sure to
update your financial aid application for the 2021-2022 school year on your FACTS Grant & Aid
account.
During this pandemic, we are proud to say we have continued to meet our standards of excellence in
Catholic education. As one of the few high schools in town offering in-person instruction, we are
doing something special up here and it's evident in our enrollment numbers. This semester alone, we
have welcomed 15 new transfer families. With your help, we are on track to meet our enrollment goals
for the 2021-2022 school year. Please continue to share with your friends and family members your
personal experiences here at Garces.
Once again, applications for the 2021-2022 school year are open. To apply visit our website
www.garces.org/admissions. Also, be sure to check out our virtual tour to get a better feel for our
campus!
If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to reach out to the admissions office.
Eric Coleman
Director of Admissions

Vote For us!
2021 Best of Bakersfield
It's official! Garces Memorial High School is
nominated in THREE categories in the 2021
Bakersfield Californian's Best of Readers'
Choice Poll. Vote for Garces for "Best Private
School", "Best Place to Work" and "Best Virtual
Event" (Holy Smoke Drive-Thru BBQ)! Voting
ends Febuary 21st! Click here to vote!
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Admissions Announcements
High School Placement
Test, Feb. 20th
All incoming freshmen for the 2021-2022 school year must take the High School
Placement Test (HSPT) on February 20th. The test will be given from 8 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
in Monsignor Leddy Hall on the Garces Campus. The HSPT helps us gauge where each
student is academically to place them in the right classes. You must pre-register in order
to take the test. You will not be allowed to take the test if you do not pre-register. More
information on what to expect and what to bring can be found on the registration website.
Our school access code is: ZM

Financial Aid &
Tuition assistance
It's that time of year again to
apply for tuition assistance and
financial
aid.
Request
for
financial
aid
and
tuition
assistance is an annual process.
Your FACTS Grant & Aid account
will need to be updated with your
2020 W2 and 2019 Tax Return.
Log into your account to
complete the application for
2021-2022 no later than February
15, 2021. Click here to log into
your account.

Foundation Scholarships
through Bakersfield Catholic
Education Foundation
With more than 20 scholarships available through
the Bakersfield Catholic Education Foundation,
there is bound to be one that's fit for your student.
We encourage you to apply! These scholarships,
along with tuition assistance, can help offset the
cost of tuition for your family. Students will be
required to write an essay specific to each
scholarship and submit the application no later
than March 1, 2021. More information can be
found by clicking here.

Upcoming Admissions Events
Virtual Financial Aid and Merit Zoom Meeting, Feb. 11
On February 11th we will be hosting a Virtual Financial Aid and Merit Zoom Meeting to
help families better understand the Financial Aid process. We will be covering topics such
as how to apply for financial assistance, the difference between tuition assistance and merit,
tuition assistance, foundational scholarships and more. If you are interested in attending,
please email Director of Admissions Eric Coleman at ecoleman@garces.org.

Virtual Parent Information Night, Feb. 18
On February 18th, we will be holding our monthly Virtual Parent Information
Night for incoming freshmen or transfer students. We will provide an overview of
Garces Memorial High School during this Zoom meeting and what it's like to a part
of the Ram Family. We will touch on our academics, school profile, athletics,
academic pathways and the application process will be covered. To register, click
here.
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Academic Corner
Fall 2020 Honor Roll

Progress Reports

We are happy to recognize
those students who
qualified for the first semester honor roll by achieving
a 3.5 and higher, grade point average on their report
card.
They are deserving of our praise and
recognition for their hard work and dedication to
meeting the demands of the academic rigor at Garces.
The majority of these students also give back to their
school and community through their participation in
sports, the arts, their parishes and community service.

Students and parents will be
able to view grades for the 3rd
progress report for the 2020-21
year
on
February
12th
following the closing of the
school day.

Click below to see the list of all students who made
Honor Roll in each class.

Class of 2021

Class of 2022

Class of 2023

Class of 2024

If you have concerns about
your
student’s
academic
progress, please log onto your
FACTS account and review
their progress with them. I
encourage you to contact the
instructors or the counselors if
you
have
any
questions
regarding
your
student’s
progress.

Campus Ministry Connect
Catholic Schools Week

Sophomore Retreat

What a week! We had so much fun celebrating all
those who make Catholic schools possible! We
truly feel so blessed to have the support from our
local parishes, our parents and grandparents,
amazing staff and faculty, and of course, our
students! Together, WE ARE GARCES!

Another successful retreat is in the books!
Yesterday, our sophomores came together as a
class and spent the day learning how to build
better relationships with their peers and with
Christ. Click the photo to watch a video recap!

Ash Wednesday

Junior Step Up Mass

Can you believe Ash Wednesday is right around
the corner? We are working closely with our
rector, Monsignor Perry, to figure out how to
celebrate Ash Wednesday Mass on campus.
Please keep an eye out for an email with more
details as the date approaches!

Junior Step Up Mass is a big tradition for our
junior class, as they get ready to step into
becoming the leaders on our campus. We will
be having our Step Up Mass, on March 4th. As
soon as we have more details, we will send out
an email!
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Student News
Congratulations Victor!
Congratulation to Garces senior Victor Agbayani! Last week Victor
passed his Board of Review to attain the BSA rank of Eagle Scout!
Victor has been a member of Bakersfield's Troop 194 since he
bridged over to the troop from Cub Scouts. Victor's Eagle Project
was to construct a retaining wall at CALM Zoo near the Big Cats
exhibit. The wall measured 55-feet long and three feet tall. He
fundraised $1,477.00, drafted plans in Revit and oversaw a
combined total of 245 volunteer hours to complete the project.
Some Garces students helped build the wall. Victor says he is
thankful to have learned how to use Revit in our PLTW Civil
Engineer and Architecture class! Congratulations, Victor! We are so
proud of you!

Feb. 10 Now a
G2 Fog Delay
Next Wednesday, February
10th,
we
will
have
"Wellness Wednesday" inservice for our faculty and
staff. We will follow the G2
Fog Delay schedule that
day. School starts at 10 a.m.

CSF Forms,
Due Feb. 19th
CSF forms are due to
room 72 by February 19
at
3
p.m.
No
late
applications
will
be
considered. Juniors, CSF
leadership positions also
are available. Applications
for leadership are due
Feb 12. Both forms are
outside room 72.

Senior Ads
Attention seniors! All
seniors yearbook ads
must be submitted by
Thursday,
February
11th. Please note this is a
deadline set by Jostens
and it can not be
extended by us. To
create and submit a
senior ad, click here.

Uniform Reminder
Reminder, our uniform and grooming standards must be met for school attendance,
including distance learners. Students in violation of the uniform and grooming standards
will be given a detention and may be sent home or to the student store to correct the
uniform issue. Common violations for boys are unshaven, hair length, shirts untucked, no
belt, and non-Garces outerwear. Common violations for the girls are skirt length and nonGarces outerwear. Garces polos or dress shirts must be worn under the outerwear. We have
been lenient with hair length because hair salons were closed, but now that they are
reopened, starting Monday, hair violations will be issued. Please use the weekend to get
your haircut. Parents, please help your students to maintain our Garces standards and Ram
Pride.
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Student News Cont.

Garces Memorial FFA | Chapter Highlights
In the month of September, three members of the Garces
Memorial FFA, Samantha Taylor, Lindsay Valdez and Audrey Hill,
began their Supervised Agriculture Experience Project otherwise
known as an SAE project. For those who do not know what an SAE
project is, they are the hands-on, feet-wet projects that all FFA
members are encouraged to participate in. These projects allow
FFA members to learn by doing. With help from their Agricultural
Instruction and FFA Advisor, students develop an SAE project
based on their career and agricultural interests.
These three members got creative and had some fun with their
bunnies. They make manure out of their bunny’s poop and sell it
for fifteen dollars a pound. They call their business Cacaco (Ca-CaCo). Their everyday tasks consist of cleaning out the bunny’s cages,
filtering the bunny poop away from any food or hay, and spending
quality time with their animals. Collectively, they have four
bunnies named Benny, Demarcus, Summer and a member from
Frontier's FFA bunnies named Mufasa. The process of collecting
the manure takes an estimate of four to five hours. They then make
one pound bags ready to enrich gardens with nitrogen and
phosphorus, nutrients that plants need for healthy growth.
By doing this project, the Cacaco team is learning real-world
business skills, discovering the agricultural processes involved with
the manure industry and teamwork. To support this awesome
Supervised Agriculture Experience project and to purchase from
Cacaco, follow them on Instagram at @caca.co2020.
Submitted by
Garces Memorial FFA Chapter Reporter Clarisse Tracy

On the Sports Scene
Cross Country Ready to Run
The first official sporting event since last March for Garces Memorial athletics will be a
cross country dual meet at Wasco on Feb. 11. The meet, which was given the go-ahead by
the CIF and local health officials, is permitted in the purple tier. The meet begins at 4 p.m.
Follow all Garces sports information on our @GarcesAthletics Twitter, Facebook and
Instagram pages.

Johnston Hill retires as Garces girls tennis coach
Barb Johnston Hill, the girls tennis coach at Garces
Memorial since 2001, has announced her retirement.
Since taking over the program 20 years ago, the Rams
have won 11 league titles, including the Southwest
Yosemite League title in 2019 to go along with five Central
Section titles. Countless athletes under her tutelage have
earned BVarsity All-Area nominations and Player of the
Year accolades along with numerous section singles and
doubles titles.
Garces Memorial wishes Coach Johnston Hill nothing but
the best in her retirement in Las Vegas. Thank you, Coach!
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Giving to Garces

Buy a table, sponsor the event, or donate an item
for our online auction or live auction.
Everyone can help!
Click here to go to the "official" Gala website
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Giving to Garces Cont.
The 2020-21 Annual Appeal

Help us reach our $150,000 goal!
Click here to make your donation online.
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From The Foundation
Scholarship Highlight: The Earl
and Jean Leach Scholarship
Jean Leach was an amazing woman who was born in 1934 in Minnesota.
As a young woman, she bravely moved to California with some of her
girlfriends, taking a job in the insurance industry in Los Angeles. Earl
Leach made his way to Kern County by train from Oklahoma and began
a small construction company. Jean eventually took a job with Earl’s
company and moved to Kern County. The rest, as they say, is history.
Earl and Jean married and lived a quiet, faith-filled life.
Their
construction company built a tract of homes in McFarland and they kept
some of them as rentals. Over time, they acquired 58 properties in
McFarland, Delano, and Bakersfield.
Jean developed very close relationships with her tenants, many of whom were Catholic. Her tenants who
were able to send their children to Garces Memorial High School took great pride in the fact that their
children were getting a Catholic education. Jean would see the Garces yellow school bus transport her
tenants’ children to and from Garces and it reminded her of how important a Garces education was to the
families with whom she had become so close. She heard in her tenants’ voices and saw in their eyes what a
Garces education for their children meant to them. When needed, Jean helped pay tuition so those
children could stay and graduate from Garces Memorial.
When Jean and Earl sat down to write their trust they wanted to support Catholic education, and more
importantly, they wanted to support Garces Memorial specifically. They had seen first-hand the impact on
the lives of the children who are able to attain a diploma from Garces. Those children became Garces
alumni with a greater connection to their faith along with an excellent education to open doors for their
futures.
Earl passed away in 2002 and Jean took over the business and grew the assets – increasing the number of
rentals. She managed every aspect of the business. She was sharp and exacting with a heart of gold for
those who were loyal to her. And she was a devout Catholic. Her intention to leave the estate to Garces
never wavered.
In 2011, Gordon Westhoff heard that Jean was leaving her estate to Garces and, as a board member of the
Bakersfield Catholic Education Foundation, reached out to Jean. What began as a business relationship
grew over eight years into a very special friendship. Jean began to rely on Gordon for advice and support
eventually naming Gordon as the successor trustee of her estate. Once named as her successor trustee,
Gordon resigned as a board member of the Bakersfield Catholic Education Foundation to remove any
conflict of interest. During Jean’s lifetime, Gordon assisted her with her employees, rentals, property
management, tenants, and business needs. After Jean’s passing, Gordon became the trustee of the estate
and acted as Jean instructed and in accordance with her wishes – allowing tenants to purchase their rentals
and working with all her tenants so no one was inappropriately displaced.
Due to Jean and Earl’s generosity, the estate will fund tuition assistance scholarships for Catholic families
and will establish an endowment to assist Garces with operating costs. The estate also funded the remodel
of a classroom at Garces into a STEM engineering classroom complete with a robotics stadium. Funds are
still coming into the Foundation from the estate and it is anticipated that the estate will close in 2022.

Foundation Tuition Assistance
Scholarships, Apply by March 1st

Garces Memorial
Alumni Scholarship

The
Bakersfield
Catholic
Education
Foundation
is
accepting
scholarship
applications for the upcoming school year. The
scholarships are to assist returning students,
incoming freshmen, and transfer students with
the cost of tuition for the upcoming school
year.
Applications
and
scholarship
information are available here. Applications
must be submitted by March 1st to the Garces
Memorial Development Office.

The Garces Memorial Alumni Scholarship is
available to students who are children, or
grandchildren, of Garces alumni to assist with
the cost of tuition. It is open to all incoming
freshmen or transfer students.
Applicants
must be Catholic, have a GPA of 3.0 or higher,
and plan on being involved in at least on extracurricular activity while at Garces. Applications
are due by April 1st. Applications can be
found here.
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