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"Remember that you are dust, and to dust, you shall return."
Thank you, Monsignor Perry, for celebrating Ash Wednesday on campus and distributing ashes to our students and staff.
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Leadership Letter

A message from the Director of Advancement
What does "Attitude of Gratitude" mean to you? To me, I'm grateful
for having the opportunity to work at Garces Memorial High School.
Grateful for the donors, volunteers, families, students, and coworkers who understand Catholic education's importance. Grateful
we are OPEN, and our students are on campus, in classrooms.
When we were mulling over the theme for this year's Gala, it seemed
apropos to incorporate a sense of gratitude for everyone who plays a
role in our students' success. All those who help keep Garces
Memorial a viable and valuable option for families wanting a
Catholic, college preparatory high school experience for their
students.
This year, like everyone else, we have had to rethink and reorganize how our annual Gala
would look. With the help of three wonderful parent volunteers as co-chairs for the event,
Melissa Alsop, Nanette Etcheverry and Stephany Napier, we will host a hybrid virtual Gala.
Gala guests will enjoy watching a Gala program from the comfort of their own home or that
of a family or friend. We will offer some fantastic auction items through our online silent
auction and live stream our live auction via Zoom rooms. Our students rely on us to raise
$160,000 with the help of our generous sponsors, participants, and auction donors. If you
are looking for a way to make a difference in our students' lives, consider a Gala sponsorship,
buy a table or a few tickets, or donate an auction item for either our silent or live auction.
Thank you all in advance for remembering Garces Memorial in your charitable giving. We
appreciate every one of you, and your kindness never goes unnoticed.
Blessings to you and your family.
Tonya D. Abbott
Director of Advancement

New Security On Campus
I want to extend a warm welcome to the Garces family to Doug Peters and Layne Logan.
Doug and Layne have been hired as the Garces Security Team. Both Doug and Layne are
retired sergeants with the California Highway Patrol. At least one of them will be on
campus Monday through Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. They will monitor the overall
security and safety of the campus, including the perimeter, parking lots, and the campus.
Doug and Layne, together have approximately 60 years of safety and security experience.
They will be issued Garces Security Polo shirts, so if you see them around campus, please
say hello and welcome them to the Ram Family.
In Christ,
Kelly Olson
Dean of Students
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Academic Corner

Registration for the 2021-2022 School Year

Students will begin selecting classes for next school year in their English classes beginning
Monday, February 22nd. Those interested in taking Advanced Placement and honors level
classes
need
to
download
the
application
from
the
Garces
website
https://garces.org/academics/counseling/registration/ and submit them to the department chairs
by March 5th. Registration forms are due to your student’s counselor by March 5th as well.
To help parents understand the registration process, there are resources on the Garces website,
including a powerpoint presentation and a list of UC/CSU approved classes. Your student’s
counselor is also available to help answer any questions you may have.
Mrs. Howlett (9th grade): chowlett@garces.org
Mrs. Limi (10th -12th grade, last names A-L): dlimi@garces.org
Mrs. Restivo (10th-12th grade, last names M-Z): jrestivo@garces.org

Make-up PSAT Test, March 10th

Summer School

We will hold a make-up PSAT testing day on March 10th for
those that missed all school testing last month. We will be on a
modified White 2 Schedule that day.

Garces Memorial High School is
pleased
to
offer
in-person
summer session for students
entering grades five through
twelve in the academic year
2021/2022. The summer school
brochure will be available on
March 22nd. The first day of
classes will be on June 21st. You
can find more information on
our website garces.org.

Period 2: 8 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
Break: 9:30 a.m. - 9:50 a.m.
Period 6: 9:55 a.m. - 11:20 a.m.
Period 4: 11:25 a.m. - 12:50 p.m.
PSAT Make-up: 1 p.m.
Please note, there will be no lunch period this day as students
who already took the PSAT and seniors will be dismissed for
the day at 12:50 p.m.

Campus Ministry Connect
Junior Step Up Mass
Junior Step Up Mass will be on Thursday, March 4th at 8 a.m. at St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton Catholic Church.
The school will be on a White 2 Fog Delay schedule to accommodate.
Class of 2022 students and parents, please check your emails for more
information.

new Campus Ministry elective course
Students are invited to register for the new Campus Ministry elective course for the 2021-22
school year. The course will be focused on developing the spiritual life of each student on
campus through event planning, peer ministry and intentional discipleship.
All interested students must submit an application with a letter of recommendation from a
teacher to Ms. Perez. Application does not ensure enrollment. Students will also go through
an interview process.
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On the Sports Scene
Victory With Honor

Garces Memorial Cross Country First To
Compete in 11 months
Abraham Gonzalez was on the field at Sam
Tobias Field 11 months ago when the Garces
Memorial boys soccer team lost a heartbreaker
to Corona-Santiago in the CIF State Southern
California Regional Championships last March.
Flash forward to Thursday afternoon at Wasco
High School, Gonzalez helped lead the Rams
cross country team during an historic day as the
dual meet against the Tigers became the first
school athletic event since the Covid-19
pandemic began last spring.
“It’s one of the highlights of my senior year,” Gonzalez said. “Just to be out here
representing Garces as a school, it feels pretty nice.”
Gonzalez led four Garces boys runners with a second-place finish in a time of 12 minutes,
27.72 seconds in the 2.1-mile course around Wasco High that allowed for social distancing
and a spot off campus for parents and spectators to cheer on the runners from a safe
distance. Gonzalez edged out Wasco’s Jesus Salgado by .47 of a second in a mad dash to the
finish line.
“A total senior moment for (Gonzalez),” Garces head coach Susan Walker said. “He stepped
up. He’s a great leader for the team.”
Along with Wasco, Garces is one of just three schools in Kern County that are competing
in cross country, the lone Season 1 sport allowed in the purple tier set by the California
state health department. For Walker, having a meet like this with a local team and former
league rival for the Rams, was a big moment in getting back some normalcy for the
student-athletes.
“Wasco did a great job of hosting,”
Walker said. “It was a super safe
environment for the kids to be in and
nobody felt like anyone was on top of
each other against another school, it was
just fun.”
Boys
2nd place: Abraham Gonzalez, 12:27; 7th:
Michael Garcia, 13:41; 8th: Nixon Rebuck, 14:14;
9th: John Gutierrez, 14:16
Girls
6th: Davin Cheshire, 16:13; 9th: Lexi Verdin,
16:43; 13: Sophia Elturk, 16:58; 14: Allison Barker,
17:08; 16: Claudia Chipres, 17:37; 17: Lindsay
Magar, 17:50
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Giving to Garces

Buy a table, sponsor the event, or donate an item
for our online auction or live auction.
Everyone can help!
Click here to go to the "official" Gala website
5

Giving to Garces Cont.

The 2020-21 Annual Appeal

Help us reach our $150,000 goal!
Click here to make your donation online.
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From The Foundation
The Kevin Boylan and Barbara Haller Boylan
Schager Memorial Scholarships
Kevin Boylan was a 1977 graduate of Garces Memorial.
He was a hardworking, faith-filled man who attended
Mass almost daily. And his closest life-long friends were
the ones he made during his time at Garces. Kevin died
after a tragic car accident leaving behind his wife
Barbara and two children, Jimmy and Matt. Kevin’s
wife, Barbara, who is also an alumnus from the class of
1983, wanted to honor Kevin’s memory by establishing
a scholarship to assist Garces students who needed help
with their tuition. Barbara established parameters that
give preference to a young man, either a senior or a
junior at Garces, who is a practicing Catholic and has a
love of the outdoors or holds down a job. The
scholarship was established in 1999 and has been
awarded every year since 2000.
Kevin’s wife, Barbara Haller Boylan Schager passed
away in 2010 after a two-year valiant fight against
pancreatic cancer. Barbara knew the value of a Garces
education and her closest friends, along with all of her
siblings and her mother, were active members of the Garces community. One of her
wishes was to establish a scholarship in her memory that was similar to Kevin’s. The
Barbara Haller Boylan Schager Memorial Scholarship was established in 2010 through
memorial gifts and is awarded to a female who is either entering her junior or senior year
at Garces, is a practicing Catholic, and holds down a job outside of school. It was
important to Barbara that both scholarships were available to students who may have
encountered financial difficulties but wanted to complete their Garces education. The
scholarship was established in 2010 and has been awarded every year since 2011.
Between the two scholarships, they have helped 29 students to realize their dream of a
Garces education.
Both the Kevin Boylan Memorial Scholarship and the Barbara Haller Boylan Schager
Memorial Scholarship continue to grow as family members and dear friends continue to
make contributions.

Bakersfield Catholic Education Foundation
Scholarships, deadline is March 1st
The deadline to apply for a scholarship through the Bakersfield Catholic Education
Foundation is March 1st. Please go on-line today and download the forms. Please drop off
your completed forms to the Development Office or email them to ldurrett@garces.org.
Scholarship information and applications can be found by clicking here.
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