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Upcoming Important Dates School Forms Due Now!
Holy Smoke Drive-Thru BBQ
October 15th
Next Newsletter
October 23rd

Click here to view school calendar

URGENT! All important back to school
forms were due August 4th. If you have not
done so, please get those turned in ASAP.
Please note, we cannot accept a picture of
the forms, you MUST scan them and email
them to the correct person. For a list of all
forms that must be completed and who to
send each to, click here. ALL FORMS
MUST BE COMPLETED BEFORE YOUR
STUDENT CAN RETURN TO CAMPUS.

Leadership Letter
A message from the Director of Advancement
I love my job! Where else would you be able to partner with amazing volunteers,
work with generous individuals and businesses to raise money for our great
school? Thank all of you who have given your time, talents, and resources to
benefit our students. Having been in this position for 23 years, I have crossed
paths with so many people passionate about making sure Garces Memorial
remains viable for generations to come. Families of current and former students,
our alumni, our faith and business communities, AND OUR STUDENTS are the
heart and soul of what makes our "little school on the hill" so extraordinary. Our
students are the best, our faculty and staff top-notch, and our supporters are
second to none.
Even with the challenges we face with the COVID-19 pandemic, we must forge ahead and raise muchneeded funds for our school. Our events may look different; however, they are as important as in past
years, if not more.
Our kickoff event of every new school year is always our Holy Smoke BBQ. This year is no exception.
Next Thursday, October 15th, will be our drive-thru version of the traditional BBQ. We have had an
incredible response from our community. Our sponsors from past BBQs, and some new to the event,
have been generous in their giving. They are listed below in this newsletter. If and when you have a
chance, please thank them for their generosity. Thank you to Jenny (James) Waguespack and Suzanne
Rogers for returning to co-chair the Holy Smoke BBQ this year. Even though you have had to lead
from afar, your support is much appreciated.
Thank you to everyone who, despite not being able to dine under the stars here on our campus, have
purchased tickets. I promise you won’t be disappointed.
Lastly, I can’t close without one of my favorite quotes from Winston Churchill.

“We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.”
Please remember Garces Memorial in your charitable giving.
Blessings to you all,
Tonya Abbott
Director of Advancement

Underclassmen Awards
Congratulations
to
all
those
recognized this week at the virtual
Underclassmen
Awards!
The
Underclassmen
Awards
Program
recognizes top achieving students in
our classes. To watch the awards
program click the photo to the right.
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Student News
Interact Club Creek Fire Donation Drive
The Garces Interact Club teamed up with Bakersfield East Rotary Club to collect donations for those affected by
the Creek Fire. In just over a week and a half, a very packed carload of items was collected! The items were
dropped off at the Ace Hardware in Prather yesterday. Keep California Beautiful recognized the club's efforts with
certificates to everyone who donated! Way to go, Interact Club! You all truly put service above self!

Chop It Like It's Hot Club
Yum! The Chop It Like It's Hot club held
its first virtual meeting last week! The
group met on Zoom to make delicious
salted caramel sugar cookies! Check out
the Recipe on our Facebook page!

Ramazon Student Store
Open Wednesday, Oct. 27th

Student ID and
Yearbook Photos

The Ramazon Student Store will be open
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Tuesday, October
27th. Please wear a mask and practice social
distancing. Please park in the back parking
lot by the swimming pool. Follow the signs
to the store. If you have any questions,
email Mr. Geissel at jgeissel@garces.org.

We will be offering student ID
pictures and yearbook portraits on
November 2nd and November 10th
from 1:30 p.m to 4:00 p.m. More
details will be sent out at a later date.

Helping Hands Club "Shaver Lake Strong" T-Shirt Fundraiser
GMHS students Brooke Barnes and Avi Borba are
spearheading a fundraising project for the volunteer
firefighters in Shaver Lake through the Garces Helping
Hands Club. The Shaver Lake Volunteer Fire Department is
made up of 12 volunteers who have been working tirelessly
since the Creek Fire broke out. The funds will help them
replace equipment they have lost or has been damaged and
it will support three Shaver firefighters who lost their
homes. To order a t-shirt, please email club moderator Ms.
Lou Ann Durrett at ldurrett@garces.org for more
information. The t-shirts will be made through Garces’
That T-shirt Company. A big thank you to Mr. Blaine
Geissel for the design and production.
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Giving to Garces
Thank you to everyone supporting our
"drive-thru" BBQ! Our sponsors and
guests are the best! We will be serving
up over 800 delicious steak dinners on
the 15th!

We

our sponsors!

Title Sponsor

Founders Sponsor
Paul Dhanens Architect, Inc.
Sisters Sponsors
John & Kathy Gargan
JSC Agricultural Supply Co.
Ordiz Melby Architects
St. Francis of Assisi Church
Mary Trichell

Friends of Garces
Allen L. Capote, MD
Eagleson Body Works, Inc.
Lash Phene Salon Studio
Lazzerini Family Foundation
Beto & Sylvia Sala
Sill Properties, Inc.
Valley Strong Credit Union

Padre Garces Sponsors
American Specialty Insulation, Inc.
B & B Surplus
Christopher D. Hamilton, M.D.
Tom & Terri Jamieson
Motor City Buick GMC
North Chester Pharmacy
Myka Peck

Inkind Support
The BBQ Factory
Four Star Fruit
Jake's Original Tex Mex
Pyrenees French Bakery

Thank you to everyone who purchased tickets! We will
see you on the 15th! Drive thru will be from 5:30 - 8:30.
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Extra, Extra Read All About It!
Halfway There!
Garces Tennis Courts Resurfacing Project
“Hosting tournaments is a great way to showcase not only our tennis facility, but also our entire campus. But the courts
get slippery when the surfaces wear away. We are overdue for resurfacing and hope we can get the funding to keep our
facility in first-class condition.”
– Girls Tennis Coach Barb Johnston Hill
At the Hail Mary Club virtual auction Saturday night, they raised about half the money needed for the
Garces Tennis Courts Resurfacing project. The total cost of the project is $48,000. The eight tennis courts
were built 2011. For the past nine years, they have served Garces well, but they are long overdue to be
resurfaced. High school tennis courts need to be resurfaced every five years. So it’s time for a facelift for
one of the most high-profile tennis courts in our community. Garces Memorial has the best tennis facility
in town with ample seating with the steps leading down from the Campbell Field House and a panoramic
view of downtown Bakersfield and the valley looking west. Over the past nine years, our courts have hosted
countless South Area and Central Section championships.
Not only does Garces have a great facility, our girls and boys tennis teams have been some of the best in
Kern County. In the history of our school, Garces Girls Tennis has won 20 valley championships, the most
of any team at Garces! The first 25 years that Garces had a Girls Tennis Team they went 455-27 which was
a state record. The Garces Boys Tennis program has won 12 valley championships.
Please click on the picture to the right to hear more
about the project from Garces senior and Girls Tennis
Doubles Valley Champion Jackie Sala .
Click here if you would like to support the resurfacing
of the tennis courts in support of the Garces Tennis
Program.

Jack Tobias ('18) Runs Solo Marathon In
honor of His Mom
Garces alum Jack Tobias ('18) ran a 12-hour solo marathon
Saturday, October 3rd, to raise money for The Kern County
Cancer Foundation in honor of his mom, Garces alumna Susan
Etcheverry Tobias ('86). October 3rd marked the 3-year
anniversary of Susan's, breast cancer diagnosis. Jack raised over
$11,500 for cancer research. Way to go Jack! To read more, click
on the photo to the right.
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